Why commute by car? 


¢ Bicycle. Call 609-530-8062 
for commute tips. 


¢ Vanpool. Call 609-530-8052. 


¢ Use public transportation. 
Call NJ TRANSIT. 
North NJ: 1-800-772-2222 
South NJ: 1-800-582-5946 


For the employees and retirees of 
the New Jersey Department of Transportation 


NJDOT carpoolers get 'VIP" spots 


Headquarters-based NJDOTers in 
carpools with three or more riders can 
now shorten their walk to work by 
signing up for VIP (Very Important Pool) 
parking privileges. 

The parking spaces are front row spots 
in Lot C near the E&O building and Lot 
B near the visitors parking area across 
from the Annex. Applications for the 
spots are available from the Bureau of 
Mobility Management on the third floor 
of the Main Office Building (530-8052). 

To qualify, carpools must have three or 
more people present each day a VIP spot 
is used. If less than three persons are 
riding on any day, the car must be parked 
in a regular space. The Department’s 
security staff will monitor VIP spaces for 
the three-person minimum. 

NJDOT unveiled its new VIP carpool 
parking program during the Earth Day 
“Spare the Air” Transportation 
Alternatives promotions that took place 
at the Headquarters Complex on April 
19 and 20. 

“Carpooling is one of the quickest, 
cheapest and easiest ways to spare the 
air,” said Mobility Management Manager 
Pat Soeteber. “Each week, a four-person 
carpool emits 125 cubic feet less carbon 
monoxide than four individual cars do. In 
a year, that's a huge savings. 

"Earth Day was our opportunity to 
focus attention on environmentally sound 
transportation alternatives like 
carpooling,” Soeteber said. 

Soeteber said the carpooling spaces are 
a good idea whose time has come again. 

“During the gas crunches in the ’70s, 
carpooling was popular and the spaces 
were well-used” said Soeteber. “How- 
ever, when gas supplies and costs 
improved, people stopped carpooling.” 

Soeteber says pollution and traffic 


Governor Jim Florio 


Kathleen Singletary, David Haytaian, Todd Taylor and Linda Pica pose for a 


Sikes 


ridesharing promotion picture at the Heaquarters Complex. 


congestion are the new reasons to share 
the ride. 

“The federal government ties financial 
assistance to air quality standards,” said 
Soeteber. “If we don’t meet those 
numbers the state and our Department are 
going to lose money. Carpooling can 
also reduce travel time by reducing 
congestion.” 

Besides concern for the environment, 
saving money might be the biggest reason 
to start carpooling. 

“Driving alone 10 miles each way to 
work costs you about $2,100 (gas, oil, 
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depreciation, etc.) a year,” said Soeteber. 
"Carpooling with one other person 
reduces your yearly costs to about 
$1,200. A four-person carpool reduces 
your costs even further to about $700 a 
year. Plus, you reduce stress and save 
wear-and-tear on your Car. 

“The feds or the state will probably 
have to create incentives or disincentives 
to get people into carpools,” said Soete- 
ber. “In the meantime, our Department 
has to set the example and encourage our 
employees to rideshare whenever they 


” 


can. 


° Commissioner Tom Downs 


NJDOT bike marathoners Bob Preston (Landscape), Roger Henry (Maintenance), John Jones 


de) Ee 


(Design), Dave Beyers and John Spedding (Landscape) talk to Fernwood Auto Mechanic Dan Griggs 
about preparing their bikes for their 500-plus mile bike marathon. 


NJDOT cyclists to ride for charity 


Landscape Architect John 
Spedding and five other 
NJDOTers are going for a bike 
ride and want to know if you’d 
like to go along...in spirit. 

It’s for charity. It’s July 7- 
14. It’s 550 miles long. 

Spedding is coordinating 
NJDOT participation in the 
12th annual Bike Marathon to 
benefit Anchor House, a 
Mercer County home for 
runaway teens. NJDOTers 
joining Spedding on the ride 
are Dave Byers, Bill Feldman, 
Roger Henry, John Jones and 
Bob Preston. 

Riders raise money by 
getting pledges for each mile 


traveled. Last year the effort 
raised over $110,000 for 
troubled teens. One rider 
raised over $13,000. 

Spedding says raising funds 
is the main reason for the ride. 
However, fun is a bonus. 

“It’s not easy to ride over 
500 miles in a week, but it 
sure is fun,” said Spedding. 
“The kidding and conversation 
at day’s end makes it all 
worthwhile. I’ve met some 
terrific people on the ride.” 

Byers hopes he’ll get to 
room with his wife this time. 

“We were married a few 
weeks before our last ride,” 
said Byers. “The room 


assignments were made when 
we were single so I had to 
room with the guys.” 

Spedding’s concerned that 
this year’s route will be much 
more difficult than last year‘s. 

“Last year’s route was north 
to south,” said Spedding. This 
year is south to north. It’s 
going to be tough peddling 
over 500 miles uphill.” 

If you or a group of co- 
workers are interested in spon- 
soring a rider, contact Sped- 
ding at (609) 530-5675. 
Contributions may be from 
groups or individuals and may 
be a lump sum or based on 
miles traveled. 


Help save the Earth... 
take your bike to work. 


Trips of four miles or less are good candidates for 
commuting by bicycle. A typical trip takes 15-25 minutes 
and door-to-door is often faster than by automobile. Call 
the NJDOT bicycle advocate at (609) 530-8062 for more 
information. Bike lockers are available at Headquarters. 
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PLAYERS. Mobility 
Management’s Judi Parrish 
and Research’s Jayne Karney 
are working on “Joan of 
Lorraine.” Performances will 
be May 4, 5, 10, 11 and 12 at 
the Society for the Performing 
Arts of Trinity Cathedral in 
Princeton. 

GOLF. The 10th Annual 
Region I Golf Tournament 
will be held at Farmstead Golf 
Course in Andover on July 
25, 1990. For details contact 
Bob Ruth at (201) 638-6002. 

BONDS. Human 
Resources’ Halina Buchanan 
can tell you how you can use 
interest on Series EE savings 
bonds to build a tax-free fund 
for your children’s higher 
education. Contact Buchanan 
at (609) 530-2962. 


Former Newark Electrical 
Supervisor Ian “Scotty” 
Anderson, 65, died on 
February 16. The Clifton 
retiree had 29 years service 
with the Department. He is 
survived by his wife, Rhona, 
and a daughter, Robbi DePeri. 

Region IV Bridge Operator 
Maurice Davis, 70, passed 
away on February 18. Davis 
had 14 years service with the 
Department. 

Region II Engineering Tech 
IV Harry Sharif, 57, died on 
February 25. Sharif joined the 
Department in 1984. 


Robert R. Aneskavich, 
Area Supervisor, C&M, 30 
yrs.; Stewart A. Lanning, 
C&M Technician 3, C&M, 23 
yrs.; Edward M. Ryan Sr., 
Pr. Traffic Investigator, 
Design & ROW, 16 yrs.; John 
J. Hayes, Equipment Opera- 
tor, C&M, 10 yrs. 


A riot-torn Newark led him to government 


Thomas M. Downs was a 
young army lieutenant in 1967 
when he was ordered to riot- 
torn Newark. His job was liai- 
son officer between the army 
and the city; he was to be the 
middie man if the President 
sent in federal troops. 

It was an experience that 
changed Down’s life. 

“I was there in case they had 
to send in the 82nd Airborne,” 
Downs recalled this week. 
“That is what really got me 
interested in government. ... 
The city was just so ill-equip- 
ped to deal with what it had to 
deal with — the poverty, the 
crime and, mostly, the racial 
tensions. They were in way, 
way over their heads. 

“T thought, here is a way to 
spend my time and energy and 
maybe make things better.” 


"I thought, here is a 
way to spend my time 
and energy and maybe 
make things better." 


Downs had planned an 
academic career. After 
returning from service in 
Vietnam, however, he pursued 
the idea of making a differ- 
ence through government. 

Now, 23 years later, Downs 
returns to New Jersey as the 
State’s transportation commis- 
sioner. On March 26, he as- 
sumed the leadership of the 
Department of Transportation 
and the chairmanship of the 
NJ Transit board and became a 
voting member of the boards 
of the state’s three toll road 
authorities. ... 

... He was wooed away 
[from the Triborough Bridge 
and Tunnel Authority]] by 
Gov. Florio, who expects 
Downs to develop policies that 
would profoundly change the 
way New Jersey's complex 
transportation systems work. 
When he publicly accepted the 
job Feb. 28, Downs called it 
“probably the finest opportu- 
nity in transportation.” 


Governor Jim Florio congratulates Commissioner Tom Downs after swearing in ceremonies held on 
March 28 at the State House. Holding the Bible is Downs’ wife Lorrene. 


New Jersey has a unique 
blend of world-class port and 
airport facilities and major 
freight and passenger rail op- 
erations, as well as its signifi- 
cant highway system, Downs 
said last week during his first 
interview as transportation 
commissioner. 

“New Jersey is probably the 
most transportation-dependent 
place I’ve ever seen, outside 
of New York City,” he said. 

Downs said that Florio has 
told him transportation is vital 
to New Jersey’s future and 
that the state’s transportation 
systems are at an important 
planning and financial 
crossroads. 

“We have this extraordinary 
foundation.” ... Making it all 
work as part of one system is 
where the future is: to fully 
integrate the toll roads, freight 
and passenger rail, the air- 
ports,” he said. “My instinct 
is that it’s not all sorted out 
yet.” 

That is the charge Downs 
said he has received from 
Florio — to coordinate the 


system and make it more 
efficient. 

“Tf it’s successful, he wants 
to know it,” Downs said. “If 
it’s not, he wants to know 
who’s responsible. He wants 
the commissioner of the De- 
partment of Transportation to 
be responsible.” ... 

... Downs contrasted the 


He wants the commis- 
sioner of the Depart- 
ment of Transportation 
to be responsible. 


[NJ] Turnpike's unspent 
wealth with the financial crisis 
facing NJ TRANSIT, the 
State's mass transportation 
agency, which is now facing a 
new round of fare increases 
and service reductions. He 
said transportation planning in 
New Jersey, as well as much 
of the rest of the country, is 
biased in favor of revenue- 
producing toll operations over 


heavily subsidized mass 
transit. 

“They seal revenue-produc- 
ers off from supporting modes 
of transportation that are not 
revenue-producers but which 
do things that the public wants 
or needs.” ... (Mass transit) 
does not make money,” he 
said. “But what it does do for 
society is to provide transpor- 
tation at an affordable cost.” 

Mass transit also helps 
reduce pollution,” he said. ... 

... The DOT faces a reduc- 
tion in its road-building plans, 
according to Downs, although 
he said he is still studying the 
many proposals and projects. 
“All I know thus far is that the 
list of projects far exceeds the 
available funds,” he said. 
“Some of those projects are so 
expensive that they will never 
be built.” ... 


This story was written by 
Alyn Ackerman, transportation 
writer for the Asbury Park 
Press. /t appeared on April 7, 
1990, and has been reprinted 
with permission. 


This photograph shows a road with a heavy traffic pattern. If you can identify the location of this photo, and what 
it represents, send your answer in writing along with your name, title and unit to Transporter, Office of Communi- 
cations, Headquarters, Trenton. It is not necessary to send the Transporter photograph with your answer. Please 
only one name per entry. Submit your answers by May 4. 


Seven identify the first concrete highway in New Jersey 


Only seven NJ DOTers correctly iden- | Warren County in 1912). 1; Raymond Kropinack, Sr. ROW Ap- 
tified last month’s photograph of a slab One-third of the cement for the high- praiser; Amanda E. Rush, Prin. Clerk 
of portland cement being removed from way came from a plant near the proposed = Typist, Netcong; James F. Rush, Proj. 
old Route 24, now Route 57. “test mile,” operated by Thomas Alva Engineer, Maintenance Engineering; 
According to Robert F. Baker, Trans- Edison The slab was cut from the Richard Stangle, Asst. Crew Supervisor, 
portation Structures Research, the original highway and re-set in the new Crew 1270, Bloomsbury; John W. 
concrete slab was one of several that road when it was resurfaced in 1953. Willever, Supervisor ROW 1; Thomas 
were removed from the first cement high- The correct replies came from: John Wood, Equipment, Fernwood. 
way in the state (built in New Village, Kennedy, Training Coordinator, Region 
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